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If you aspire to be a great steward of what God
has given you; if you want Him to entrust you
with more than what you currently have, then
you must read and learn from these pages.
Remember that learning has not occurred
unless one’s behavior has changed which is
why I'm telling you to act immediately upon
what you will read in this book.

We can gain through Steve Main not only
Godly principles on financial management
but we can also learn a more important
lesson. We can learn that in God’s economy
whoever is willing to be “All in” are those
that God will call upon. If you have any
doubts about this, just look at Steve.
Father, may those who read this book be
blessed. May it be the tool that they use to
profoundly change their lives, and may that
change bring you glory and honor. Holy Father
I also ask that you bless Steve Main for his
obedience, humble service and for giving his

whole heart to you.

In Jesus name | ask,

Amen

IAN HILL



I always
have and
always
will call
him Mr.
. Johnson

IN MEMORY OF

PASTOR DICK JOHNSON

Dick Johnson reminded me of the apostle
Paul. | always have and always will call him
Mr. Johnson. That is how | will address him in
heaven unless | am not allowed to. He always
said, “Call me Dick”. | never did. Not only did
he finish the race well, he ran a long race and
did not trip during that race. | cannot give Mr.
Johnson credit for his service to others and to
God while he was here. He would not take it
anyway. | have to say, | stand in awe of what
God can do in someone’s life who really loves
Jesus.

| often wonder why did | have the privilege of
having Mr. Johnson teach me and mentor me
as a young child? Why didn’t everyone have
the same opportunity? Mr. Johnson was my
Sunday school teacher. He taught me about all
the kings of Israel. |1 know about all the stories
in the Old Testament because he taught them
when | was in grade school. He challenged
kids in his class to memorize scripture, invite
friends to Sunday School, show up, and bring
their Bible. 1 did all those things every Sunday
because the reward was a trip to an amusement
park or a Major League Baseball game. | thank
God for the blessings He has put in my life.
Dick Johnson was truly one of these blessings
here on Earth.

This book is about budgeting the resources
which God has given us. The resources we have
under our management can touch one life, and
that can impact the world. When our labor is
committed to God, it will multiply in ways we



do not see at present. Our labor can multiply
for many generations. It’s kind of funny when
| think about Mr. Johnson’s influence. Not
only did I bring a friend to Sunday School every
Sunday, | made sure they memorized their Bible
verse and brought their Bible because | wanted
them to go to the Giants/Dodgers game with
me. As a little boy, my motives were kind of
selfish. Guess what? Mr. Johnson knew that
and was wise to it. Even my selfishness got
other little kids saved. | know that for a fact
since these kids know the same stories | know.

When | think of Dick Johnson, | say, “Thank
you, Jesus” for he has heard the words, “Well
done, good and faithful servant”. Mr. Johnson
was an athlete and a competitor who loved
sports. Now he has received the grand prize
which is eternity with Jesus Christ. | cannot
wait to see him again. Right now he is visiting
with many of the people he taught me about. |
can picture the look on his face since right now
he is a kid in a candy store. He might be having
dinner with Moses tonight. | say visiting with
many because some of the people he taught me
about do not have the luxury of being where he
is. Many people will not receive this luxury
because they don’t understand what the Word
of God says and what pleases Him. Many
people described in the Bible are not enjoying
the presence of Jesus because they didn’t
receive His gift.

His wife Carolyn and his children, Brenna
and Scott, are blessed. | know their joy is
indescribable and their personal loss is not
permanent.







iINtroduction

Managing and Growing God’s Resources
is a book which will lay out some exciting
strategies for developing a Godly budget
that will begin to grow for His glory. |
believe that these strategies will help to
eliminate fear and greed, which are two
of the forces that can prevent Christ’s
followers from reaching their God made
potential. For those of you who have read
“A God Made Millionaire”, we will delve
deeper into some of the concepts from that
book. We will address “the poor mentality”
by exposing some of its lies and disguises.
We will evaluate the value of labor and the
spiritual implications of its multiplication
or lack thereof. Most importantly, we will
establish a “Content Point” and anchor it
on the Rock. This “Content Point”, which
will be discussed later, will help to shift
our focus off of the world and onto “The
Great Commission”.

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
iMatthew 28:187200.

The budget we create must establish a
Content Point and develop a method of

When we
do not help
others in
need we
are leaving
Jesus cold
and hungry



Many

in the
American
culture
have
become
lazy, selft
indulgent
gluttons
devoid

of all
discipline.

helping others in need. When we help
others in need we are actually giving to
Christ. When we do not help others in need
we are leaving Jesus cold and hungry.

DISCIPLINE

Many in the United States have become lazy,
self-indulgent gluttons who are devoid of
any form of discipline. Many people seek a
quick fix for the lusts of their flesh, fears, and
desires. Doctors do not hesitate to prescribe
drugs for almost anything regardless of
need, and our culture gobbles them up in
order to fix depression, anxiety, or whatever
acronym identified condition they or their
children have been loosely diagnosed with.

It seems to have become a contest between
trendy restaurants to see which one can pile
the most food on a plate. These plates seem
to get bigger every year. A family of four is
served enough food to sustain a family of
twelve. | fear that our country has become
nothing but a country full of idols. All a
person has to do is follow their fear, greed,
selfishness, and anxiety to the end of the trail
and they will find the hidden idol. It needs
to be said here that just because someone
is a believer in Christ does not mean that
they are following and serving Him. Even
demons believe in Christ.

In order to develop and follow a budget with
God’s resources and talents, a person must






If we

love God
and our
neighbor,
everything
else will fall
into place
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“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against
another king. Will he not first sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose
the one coming against him with twenty thousand?
If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the
other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of
peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give
up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for
the manure pile; it is thrown out.”

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear”
iLuke 14:267350.

Serving Jesus is serious business. He calls
us to give up all that we have. We must
evaluate the cost. God does not want us to
take the decision of following Him lightly.
The decision to become a disciple of Christ
should be a complete commitment, not a
partial commitment.

GOD FIRST

If we love God and our neighbor, everything
else will fall into place. If we love God we
will love our neighbor.

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment

in the Law?0 Jesus replied, 0Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it,



love your neighbor as yourself.o ¢All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments”
iMatthew 22:367400.

Our Father in heaven gave us an example.
He gave us His first and He gave us His
best. He gave us His Son Jesus Christ. This
sacrifice has given us everything. His first
and only Son redeemed the rest of us. |
believe God wants us to give first and to
always give our best.

Cain and Abel both brought an offering
to the Lord. Why did God look on Abel’s
offering favorably but Cain’s offering
unfavorably? Cain brought his offering out
of his abundance just like the rich people
in Luke chapter 21.

“As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their
gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor
widow put in two very small copper coins. ‘I tell
you the truth,’ He said, “This poor widow has
put in more than all the others. All these people
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out
of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
iLuke 21:1740.

Cain waited to bring an offering of his fruits
of the soil. Cain brought an offering out of
his abundance. He was not trusting God to
take care of his future. He trusted in what
he had accumulated. He also did not give
God his best. Abel, however, gave God the
best of his increase and he also gave God
the first of his increase. Abel trusted God
to provide for his future. He knew that

God wants
us to put
Him first.
He does
not want
or need our
leftovers

11
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God had given him what he had and God
controlled what would come in the future.
He knew that God would give him an
increase on his offering. Abel demonstrated
his faith through his offering.

“By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than
Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous
man when God spoke well of his offerings. And

by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead”
(iHebrews 11:40.

Read the following passage carefully and
the difference between Cain and Abel’s
offerings should be clear.

“Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.

In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits
of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel
brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his
flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his
offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look
with favorid Genesis 4:2750.

God wants us to put Him first. He does

not want or need our leftovers. This is not
because He is selfish, but because He wants
us to demonstrate our faith and where our
heart lies. God does not need us. Instead, it’s
we who need Him. God has proven that He is
not selfish.

In 1 Kings Chapter 17, Elijah was hiding
from his enemies. God ordered the ravens
to bring Elijah food. Intime the brook Elijah
was drinking from dried up, because there
was to be no rain except at Elijah’s word.



God then told Elijah to go to Zarephath
where a widow would give him food. One
slight problem was that this widow did not
have food. However, nothing is a problem
for God. He will take care of us just like He
promises. Here is what happened:

0As surely as the Lord your God lives,0 she replied,

01 donit have any bread¥only a handful of flour in
a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few

sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and
my son, that we may eat it and die.0

Elijah said to her, “Don't be afraid. Go home and

do as you have said. But first make a small cake of
bread for me from what you have and bring it to me,
and then make something for yourself and your son.
For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says,
“The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of
oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain
on the land.”

She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So
there was food every day for Elijah and for the
woman and her family. For the jar of flour was
not used up, and the jug of oil did not run dry, in
keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah
i1 Kings 17:127160.

This widow trusted God and did what He
wanted her to do first with her limited
resources. When we trust God, He takes
care of the rest.

Allauthority in Heaven and Earth belongs to
Jesus. Everything belongs to Him regardless
of whether we know it or acknowledge
13
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it. All of the resources He has put under
our management should be used for what
pleases Him. He owns it all.

“The silver is mine and the gold is

mine,0 declares the Lord Almightyd
iHaggai 2:80.

NEIGHBOR NEXT

If we love God and our neighbor, everything
else will fall into place. If we love our
neighbor we love God.

| spent some time unbeknownst to the
readers of “A God Made Millionaire”
discussing some behaviors of people close
to me. One person who was not unaware
is my wife Laura. She took offense to my
comment that she shops at inexpensive
clothing stores for herself. I'm sure the
readers knew | was complimenting her, but
it sure did put me in the dog house. She
said, “Now you did it. | can’t go outside of
the house. You didn’t just say inexpensive
clothing stores, you said very inexpensive.
Why did you have to use the word very? It
wouldn’t have been so bad if you had just
said inexpensive. Now you have to take me
shopping.”

Let me tell you about my wife. She is
probably the most unselfish person | know
Those who know us know that we spend
quite a bit of time at Lake Tahoe. In late



January, we spent a week up at the Lake.
It was very cold. It was so cold we couldn’t
spend much time outside with the kids.

We decided to venture out, so we all got
bundled up with only our cheeks showing.
We walked across the village to a very
small candy shop next to an ice skating
rink. Laura said to the kids that they could
have one piece of candy. Our kids are like
all others. They like candy, but they feel
that they do not get it often enough because
Laura makes sure they eat healthy.

Since | do not carry cash, | handed the
young lady working in the store a credit
card, however she advised me that the credit
card machine was broken. Surprised, | said
“You must be losing a lot of business.”
Laura had struck up a conversation with
this young lady as she always tends to
do. During the conversation we found out
that she had three jobs and all were in the
village. Our kids were not going to miss
out on this rare opportunity for candy so
| walked over to a movie theater on the
other side of the skating rink to get some
cash out of an ATM machine in order to
pay the lady. After we left the store, Laura
said to me “l have to buy her a coat”. |
thought to myself, “Why, was | that rude?”
You see, Laura always takes an interest in
others. She found out that this young lady
had kids, but had no car, and no coat. She
walked to work every day in the chilling
cold. Wow! “The King will reply, ‘I tell you
the truth, whatever you did for one of the

15



least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.”” What an honor to serve the King.

In the end, Laura bought a very nice
coat and took it to the lady. Laura then
explained to her that Jesus wanted her to
have it. He does not want anyone to be
cold. Have you ever seen that blank look
on a speechless person? Well that is what
| saw at that very moment and | have to
admit that it’s pretty cool. It is a look of
shock, joy, thankfulness, and surprise all
rolled into one.

N THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS
L /%)
Qﬁpﬁ/ 4

nr

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered

before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the
goats on his left.

0Then the King will say to those on his right,

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me,

I was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison
and you came to visit me.’

16



0Then the righteous will answer him, {Lord, when

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and When we
give you something to drink? When did we see you see people
a stranger and invite you in or needing clothes and in need, we
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison see Jesus in
and go to visit you?” need.

0The King will reply, il tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart

from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was

a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.'

0They also will answer, 6Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or
sick or in prison and did not help you?”

“He will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you
did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do
for me.’

“Then they will go away to eternal
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
iMatthew 25:317460.

This passage should really strike a chord
with Christians. How often do we see
or hear of someone in need and then do
nothing?

17



People
who want
more stuff

have a poor
mindset
because
they do
not have
enough
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That is why we are here. We are here to find
Jesus, and to help Him. These opportunities
are all around us every day and they are just
waiting for us to discover them. We should
not be so caught up in our own selfishness
that we fail to pay attention to others
and miss these wonderful opportunities.
That is exactly why we want to manage
the resources that God gives us. That is
why my beautiful wife does not often buy
expensive clothing for herself.

God wants us to put others before
ourselves. Jesus uses a parable in Matthew
20 to demonstrate that being first is not
always an advantage. A landowner hired
men early in the morning to work in his
vineyard. The first men were hired for
the day and agreed to work for a denarius.
The land owner went out four more times
throughout the day and each time hired
others to work in his vineyard. At the end
of the day, he called the workers hired last
and paid them first. The workers hired
first were paid last. All the workers were
paid a denarius no matter how long they
worked. *“So the last will be first, and the
first will be last” (Matthew 20:16). Jesus
said the people who will be great are the
ones who serve others.

“Whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to
be first must be your slave¥ just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
iMatthew 20:26728(.






We must all
understand
that we

are all in
situations
because of
the choices
we have
made.
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passion for teaching history in a Christian
environment. He could make a lot more
somewhere else, but he is following God’s
vision for his life and using his labor for the
glory of God. He is putting others before
himself. We will never know what the value
of his labor is until we see his reward.

ATTITUDE COUNTS

In “A God Made Millionaire” | discuss
behaviors and ways of thinking. | wrote
about the “haves”, the “have-nots”, a
“wealthy mindset”, and a “poor mindset”.
| use these terms to describe attitudes.
When lusetheseterms, they have absolutely
nothing to do with how many material
possessions or how much money a person
has or lacks. There are people with a lot
of “stuff” who have a “poor mindset”. You
canbe certain that the reverse isalsotrue as
there are people with less stuff who have a
“wealthy mindset”. People who want more
stuff have a poor mindset because they
do not have enough. Simply put, people
who have a poor mindset are not content.
Those with a “wealthy mindset” trust
God while those with a “poor mindset”
do not. The “have-nots” make excuses for
their situation and they blame everything
and everyone including those people they
see as the “haves”. The *“have-nots” think
they are owed something from others; they
think the “haves” are lucky. Ultimately,
people with a “poor mindset” have an



entitlement attitude. The “have-nots” have
a tendency to “white-knuckle” their money
because they are afraid that they don’t have
enough or that they might lose it. They
say things like, “money is not important”.
However, if this was really the case they
wouldn’t be holding on to what they have
so tightly. The “have-nots” are takers and
fearful while the *“haves” are givers and
rich toward God.

People with what | call the “poor mindset”
or the “have-nots”, don’t understand
what money is or what the value of labor
is. Also, they are not acting on what God
says. Unfortunately, the American culture,
behaviors and ideals are beginning to
change. In many ways they are shifting
toward the “poor mindset”.

It seems that our public schools and
universities are spewing more and more
propaganda nonsense every year. The
main stream media is twisting facts and
taking information out of context in order
to promote their agenda. Much of today’s
news is not factual information. It is just
someone’s opinion. Sadly, the public is
swallowing all of this hook, line and sinker.
We are spoiled by the abundance that flows
in this country. This is happening because
Americans are being “dummied up” by
being taught political opinions instead of
reading, writing, science, and math through
the school system. Many parents have
turned their children into spoiled brats by
giving them whatever they want just to shut

21
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them up. Training a child to know right and
wrong and to give them a foundation for a
future is harder than just giving them what
they want. Many of my readers know that |
often use television commercials to clarify
my ideas. | recently observed a commercial
in the form of a duet between a father and
his son. This hefty kid, who is at least
eighteen years old is asking daddy for a
cell phone. Why is this grown man asking
dad for a phone? Even worse, dad gives in
and tells junior he can have the phone. I'm
pretty certain that this ad never would have
worked in the fifties. The grown kid sings
back that he will love dad forever. What is
going on here?! It seems to me that we are
breeding a lot of people with an entitlement
attitude and it is not even being noticed.
Even if this kid was ten, he could figure out
how to earn enough money to buy his own
phone.

| believe that many educators are teaching
students their own political views instead
of educating them objectively on facts
as opposed to opinions. | feel that many
university students are being completely
brainwashed by their equally brainwashed
professors. | have a feeling there are
not many kids being taught that they are
responsible for their choices, behaviors,
and their own situations. We must all
understand that we are all in situations
because of the choices we have made.
Some people do have it better or worse, but
our choices do make a difference. It is not
someone else’s fault or responsibility.
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a fair tax,
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would pay
the same

percentage
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Here are typical statements we have
heard many times from politicians: “We
must increase taxes on the “haves”. The
wealthiest people are not paying their fair
share. They have more than they need.”

In “A God Made Millionaire”, we studied
the parable Jesus told of the talents.
Let’s revisit it here and evaluate it a little
deeper. Try to absorb the principles Jesus
is teaching in this parable. We can learn
a lot from this parable:

“Again, it will be like a man going on
a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted his property to them. To one he
gave five talents of money, to another two
talents, and to another one talent, each
according to his ability. Then he went on
his journey. The man who had received
the five talents went at once and put his
money to work and gained five more. So
also, the one with the two talents gained
two more. But the man who had received
the one talent went off, dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money.

“After a long time the master of those
servants returned and settled accounts
with them. The man who had received
the five talents brought the other five.
“Master,” he said, “You entrusted me
with five talents. See, | have gained five
more.”

“His master replied, "ell done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things;



I will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master’s happiness!”

“The man with the two talents also came. “Master,”
he said, “You entrusted me with two talents; see, |
have gained two more.”

“His master replied, "Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things;
I will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master’s happiness!”

Then the man who had received the one talent came.
“Master,” he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid
and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See,
here is what belongs to you.”

“His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So
you knew that I harvest where I have not sown
and gather where I have not scattered seed? \ell
then, you should have put my money on deposit with
the bankers, so that when I returned I would have
received it back with interest.”

“Take the talent from him and give it to the

one who has the ten talents. For everyone who

has will be given more and he will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what

he has will be taken from him. And throw that
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth™
iMatthew 25:147300.

Since the master was pleased with the
first and second servants for increasing

Let me
tell you
what tax
breaks
are:
They are
business
expenses.

25



I have
found
nothing in
the Word
of God that
says the
government
should
manage our
talents.
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wealth and managing what they had been
given well, he put them in charge of more.
Why wouldn’t he? The first two servants
increased the resources the master gave
them. | believe God wants us to use all
gifts, talents, and resources He has given us
to take the gospel to the world and make
disciples.

Because the last servant was fearful, he did
nothing with what the master had given
him. He knew the master expected growth,
but the servant was afraid of failure. What
a wimp.

The master was angry with the last servant
and penalized him. The master took what
the last servant had and gave it to the first
servant who had the most. The master said
“Everyone who has will be given more, and
he will have abundance”. The first two
servants were good stewards of what the
master gave them to manage. The wicked,
lazy servant was thrown into darkness.

People with the “poor mentality” think
that money is green air. Let’s look at some
of the ways they think. They think that
the “haves” are hogging up all of the green
air. The “haves” are breathing up all of
the green air and leaving nothing for the
“have-nots”. On top of this, the “haves”
are causing global warming with all the
green carbon monoxide they are exhaling
and killing polar bears. This sounds stupid
because it is. God controls the climate, not
people.
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of $63,700 per year in 2007 pays $8772.50.
This is less than 15% of their income in
federal income tax. As a matter of fact,
this couple actually made about $80,000
per year. Their standard deductions and
exemptions bring their taxable income
down to $63700. Anyone who has watched
the news even once or has graduated from
an lvy League school knows $8772 is a lot
more than $350,000. It does not take a
rocket scientist to know 15% is higher than
35%. A couple earning about $18,000 per
year will basically pay nothing in federal
income tax. Everyone knows nothing is
more than something. Yes, | am being
sarcastic, but this is what socialists and
people with the “poor mentality” expect
us to believe. Recent tax cuts lowered the
lowest tax bracket from 15% to 10%. This
is a 33% reduction. The highest tax bracket
was cut from 39% to 35% which is not much.
Only someone with a poor mentality would
think the tax cuts were for the rich. If we
want a fair tax, everyone would pay the
same percentage. If we want a tax cut for
the rich, which is what the parable of the
talents advocates, they would pay 5% and
the lowest income earners would pay 10%.
Even with this tax structure people making
$1 million a year would pay $50,000 which is
more than what the lowest income earners
would pay. People earning $50,000 would
pay $5,000 which is ten times less than the
high earner.

Of course a socialist (redistributors of
wealth) would accuse me of applying fuzzy



math because they expect me to be stupid
and believe that people who occupy the
lowest tax bracket must pay social security
like everyone else. Hey, that is not fair! The
problem with this argument is that social
security is paid back many times over in
social security benefits to the person who
paid it. Of course, the people who earn the
most are carrying this burden through their
businesses and paychecks. Small business
owners pay about 15% to social security.
This is called self- employment tax. What
is shocking is that this same small business
owner makes half of their employees’ social
security payments as well. The employee
pays half and his or her employer pays the
other half for them. On top of this, the
business owner pays half of an employee’s
Medicare. The business owner also pays
for unemployment and all kinds of other
business taxes. They are paying for almost
everything. Why are these facts never
mentioned by politicians? A more amazing
observation is why more people are not
articulating this in any effective manner.

The next complaint coming from socialists
is that the “haves” get all the tax breaks
so they are not paying taxes on their gross
income. Let me tell you what tax breaks
are: They are business expenses. Business
expenses pay for jobs. Socialists do have
a way to eliminate business investment and
tax deductions. It is called the Alternative
Minimum Tax (AMT). Do some research
on it. If this is not eliminated, it will just
be a matter of time before even the lowest
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I’ll spend some of them and give you some
until we squander them all and there is none
left.”

So what is my point? My point is, do not fall
into the poor mentality trap. If you have a
poor mentality, getrid of it. The first servant
did not get lucky and the last servant was
not unlucky. The last servant did not use
his talent. The first servant owes the last
servant nothing. | believe God has given us
ALL talents and a purpose.

As | stated earlier, people with the “poor
mentality” think they are owed something.
They think they deserve what someone
else has. How did our culture get to a point
where so many people think they deserve
something that someone else has earned?
Politicians and even television commercials
often say, “You deserve it”. | say, as a
believer in Christ, it’s a good thing that |
don’t get what | deserve. We deserve worse
than nothing, yet through Christ we receive
everything.

Socialists also have many people convinced
that if they don’t have health insurance,
someone should give it to them. Socialists tell
people, “If you don’t have enough money, we
will take it from people who have more than
they need and give it to you”. This is not
what the parable of the talents teaches us.
For the readers of “A God Made Millionaire”
once again, what does need have to do with
anything?
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Please note that the master just put the first
two servants in charge of many things. He
put more resources under their management.
The socialist’s attempt to redistribute assets
is futile. No matter how hard the socialists
try to take from the first two servants and
give it to the fearful poor minded servant,
it will not work. God is the one who will
decide who is in charge of His assets and He
does not lie.

Isn’t it interesting that the people earning
$1 million a year are the ones paying for
almost everything? That is right; they are
the “haves” and the givers.

People in a disadvantaged position often
need a hand up. Itis my goal to help those
people without enabling them. We must
first trust God by losing the “poor mindset”
and becoming “haves” no matter how much
we have. We need to stop making excuses
and start being thankful. We can all be
“haves”. God will do what He says He
will do.

The “have-nots” with a “poor mindset”
can become “haves” with a “wealthy
mindset” simply by changing where they
put their trust. When we put 100% of our
trust in God and nothing else, we become
“haves” with a “wealthy mindset”. When
people put all their trust in God, they will
not blame others or anything else for the
situation they are in. The “haves” do not
think people or the government owe them
anything.
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LAYING THE GROUND WORK

FOR MANAGEMENT

STARTING POINT

The third servant in the parable of the
talents could have doubled his talent just
like the first and second servants. If he
had done this, he likewise would have been
praised like the first two servants. If the
first servant had buried the five talents the
master gave him to manage, he would have
been reprimanded also.

| believe that just because someone has
little, it does not mean they aren’t givers
with a wealthy mindset. There are
also people with much who are takers.
Percentages work the same way for giving
just as they do in the tax structure and
also for the widow in Luke 21:1-4. A
person with $100 who gives $20 gives
ten times as much as someone with $10
million who gives $200,000. This is
exciting! People with less can easily give
more than people with much. | am sick
of hearing about wealthy people who give
less than one percent of their wealth to the
poor. They do not care about the poor.
They care about themselves. They care
about how they look to others and about
making themselves feel good. The people
giving large dollar amounts are the ones
who often get the attention from men, but

I believe
that just
because
someone
has little,
it does
not mean
they aren’'t
givers with
a wealthy
mindset.
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We can all
be “haves”
no matter
how much

we have.
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God notices the ones who give the bigger
portion of resources they have under their
management.

The good news is God owns everything and
He never applies fuzzy math. No matter
how hard some people try to change God’s
rules, they cannot and they never will.
The “haves” are givers whereas the people
who have the “poor mindset” are takers.
Here is what God says:

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running

over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

L uke 6:380.

It doesn’t matter how much someone has
or doesn’t have. Anyone can be a giver
and help others. No matter how much each
of us has, | believe it’'s most important not
to have a “poor mindset”. God has plans
to prosper us. It does not matter where
we start; God is the one who redistributes
wealth. We can all be “haves” no matter
how much we have. It is important to
remember that we are just the managers of
God’s wealth.

“A good man leaves an inheritance for
his children’s children, but a sinner’s
wealth is stored up for the righteous”
iProverbs 13:22(.

God says if we are faithful with little, we
will also be faithful with much. If our heart






I think my
mother’s
favorite
two words
together
are “trust
God”.
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Growing up | always had food, clothing, and
a roof over my head. | do know what it’s
like when the cupboards are empty during
those last couple days of the month. I did
not grow up in luxury in the eyes of the
world, yet in my eyes we had vast luxury.
| don’t know what it’s like to be born into
wealth or into poverty. | do think it’s
important for all of us to realize that we
don’t know what it’s like to live in cultures
other than our own. That also includes the
different cultures within the United States.
We don’t always know how others feel and
what their unique challenges are. We are
often quick to judge and slow to listen. We
all need to do more than just listen. We
need to hear. |1 do know our God is bigger
than any situation we are in and His word
is true.

My Dad is a very hard worker, although
he does not work that hard anymore. My
parents raised five children on a teacher’s
salary. My dad was a high school teacher
and coach. He also did tax returns, umpired
baseball and softball games, cut wood
in the summer, kept score for basketball
games and sold walnuts from our yard. He
left the house very early and came home
well into the evening many days. From
this, | learned to be a hard worker at an
early age. My siblings and | were the ones
who picked up and shelled the walnuts my
dad sold. | was with him cutting wood. |
was with him and | watched him work. |
was also on the bus traveling with whatever
team he was coaching.






0Then Peter began to speak: il now realize
how true it is that God does not show
favoritism but accepts men from every
nation who fear him and do what is right™
GACts 10:347350.

Inorder for | Yes,some peopleare bornincountries mired
ustohave | in poverty. Some people are born into very
complete | poor neighborhoods. Some people are born
financial | with extreme disabilities. Some children do
freedom, the | not have parents or anyone on earth who
influence of | show them love. Come to Jesus and be rich
money must = with abundance. It does not matter what

be removed our race is or skin color. God loves all
from our children.
lives

“But if anyone causes one of these little ones
who believe in me tosin, it would be better for
him to have a large millstone hung around his
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea”
iMatthew 18:60.

We are all His children.

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full
well.

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made
in the secret place.

When | was woven together in the depths of the
earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body.

40






42

resources. We need to be stewards of our
talents, money, stuff, and time no matter
how much of each we have.

ONE MASTER

In order for us to have complete financial
freedom, the influence of money must be
removed from our lives. The fear of not
having enough and the greed of wanting
more must be overcome. We must trust God
in our financial situation and be content in
that situation. Only then we can focus on
truly serving Him.

“No servant can serve two masters. Either

he will hate the one and love the other, or

he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
iLuke 16:130.

People who love money and are eager for it
have made it an idol in their lives. If we are
going to serve God, we cannot serve money.
Anyone is capable of serving money even if
they have little.

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs”

(1 Timothy 6:100.

Jesus met a wealthy man, who asked him
what he needed to do in order to inherit
eternal life. Jesus later told His disciples



that it is harder for the rich to enter the
Kingdom of God than it is for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle. Here is what
happened:

“As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him
and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he
asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No
one is goodFexcept God alone. You know the
commandments, “Do not murder, do not commit
adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do
not defraud, honor your father and mother.”

“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since |
was a boy.”

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing
you lack,” He said. “Go, sell everything you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.”

At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad,
because he had great wealth.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus
said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter

the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.”

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to
each other, “Who then can be saved?”

Jesus said
it's harder
for arich
man to
enter the
Kingdom of
God than
itis fora
camel to

go through
the eye of a
needle.
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Godliness
is not a
means to
financial
gain.
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Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is
impossible, but not with God,; all things are possible
with God.”

Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow
you!”

“I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “No one who
has left home or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields for me and the
gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as

much in this present age ihomes, brothers, sisters,

mothers, children and fieldsFand with them,
persecutionsl and in the age to come, eternal life
iMark 10:177300.

Jesus told this man that no one is good
except God. This man basically ignored that
comment and proceeded to tell Jesus how he
was good by keeping the commandments.
| am going to go out on a limb here and
make a guess. This man, ironically, gave a
false testimony. His god was money, not
Jehovah. He followed the laws of money,
not God’s laws.

Jesus said it’s harder for a rich man to enter
the Kingdom of God than it is for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle. This
statement amazed the disciples of Jesus.
| have heard a number of theological
explanations on what Jesus meant by a
camel going through the eye of a needle.
I will discuss what | believe the principle
is that Jesus is teaching here. | believe the
disciples might have been mixing worldly
success with spiritual success.



“If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not
agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest
in controversies and quarrels about words that
result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions
and constant friction between men of corrupt
mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who
think that godliness is a means to financial gain”
i1 Timothy 6:3750.

In the time of Jesus and shortly thereafter,
people like the Pharisees and Sadducees
were teaching rules for the sake of their
tradition. They piled rules on top of rules in
the hopethatthiswould benefitthem. These
rules must have influenced the disciples of
Jesus to some degree or He would not have
warned them of these teachings.

“These people honor me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain;
their teachings are but rules taught by men”
iMatthew 15:8790.

“...'oe on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was
not telling them to guard against the yeast used in
bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadduceesd iMatthew 16:11712(.

Someone must have been teaching that
godliness was a means for financial gain.
Godliness is not a means to financial gain.
Paul says in 1Timothy that only people of
corrupt minds think godliness is a means to
financial gain.

Do we use
our money
and things
to increase
the
resources
we have
undert
management
for God'’s
glory and
purpose?

45















50

make sure | give at least ten percent, which is
the whole tithe. If I don’t give the whole tithe,
| cannot expect God to pour out blessings.

0Bring the best of the prstfruits of your soil to the house
of the LORD your God¢ iExodus 23:190.

“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask,
iHow do we rob you? 0ln tithes and oherings. You
are under a curse ¥ the whole nation of you F because
you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into

the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this,6 says the LORD Almighty, tand see
if I will not throw open the yoodgates of heaven
and pour out so much blessing that you will not
have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from
devouring your crops, and the vines in your pelds
will not cast their fruit,6 says the LORD Almighty
iMalachi 3:87110.

This is the only place in the Bible that | know
of where God says to test Him. It sounds
to me like God is challenging us to pay the
full tithe. Tithe means tenth. This seems to
me like a sure way to have blessing poured
out all over us. In Malachi 3:6, God states
the descendants of Jacob have turned away
from His decrees by not keeping them. God
tells His people to return to Him and He will
return to them. God’s people are the children
of Abraham. His people ask how. God tells
them they are under a curse because they are
robbing Him by not bringing Him the whole
tithe.

Jacob was the son of Isaac and Isaac was the
son of Abraham.



0Consider Abraham: 0He believed God, and it

was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, Jesus

then, that those who believe are children of Himself is
Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would saying do
justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the not neglect
gospel in advance to Abraham: 6All nations will the tithe.

be blessed through you.” So those who have faith
are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith”
iGalatians 3:6790.

Jesus Christ redeemed us. When we receive
the Spirit of God, we become brothers and
sisters in Christ.

“He redeemed us in order that the blessing
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we
might receive the promise of the Spirit”
iGalatians 3:140.

Abraham was justified through faith. He
believed God. Because of his love for God,
he followed God’s instructions.

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather,
discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was
justiped by works, he had something to boast about¥
but not before God. What does the Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”

Now when a man works, his wages are
not credited to him as a gift, but as an
obligation. However, to the man who does
not work, but trusts God who justifies the
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness”
iRomans 4:175(.
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For anyone still having trouble accepting
the fact that God wants us to tithe, please
imagine the following two scenarios and
determine which one is more likely:

In the first scenario, God looks down and
sees John Doe give a tithe to his local
church. Seeing this, God calls John’s head
angel to the throne-room and smacks him
in the head. Displeased with John Doe,
God might ask John’s angel “who told
John to tithe? He gave a tithe to the local
church and now the church is going to use
it to spread the gospel. On top of that,
John won’t have enough money to pay his
electric bill. I know John loves me but how
am | supposed to fix this? | promised |
would feed and take care of John, but if |
take some of his food money and apply it to
the electric bill there will not be any money
left for food. You are his angel so do not let
this happen again. And another thing, get
down there and take all his stuff and give
it to someone who does not tithe. Doesn’t
John know this is the New Testament and
we can’t afford tithes? We are in tough
economic times. Things just are not like
they were in the OIld Testament. Why
don’t you go ask John how many people he
expects me to feed with a fish?”

Here is the second scenario: God looks
down and sees John Doe give a tithe and
an additional offering to his local church.
Seeing this, God calls John’s head angel
to the throne-room and gives him a
high five. God might say, “I like John’s



display of faith and cheerful giving. Put
an extra measure of resources under his
management. Push it down and cause it
to overflow. He has been faithful with
what | have put under his management...
increase it.”

There are two reasons that | believe
Christians do not tithe which are fear and
greed. Some fear if they tithe ten percent
they will not have enough. Others do not
tithe because they think it will cut into
their abundance. Non-tithing believers
have made money an idol in their lives
and will always have less than tithing
believers, even if they do not realize it or
see it. The material stuff we manage on
earth has no eternal substance.

WHAT TO COUNT

How about “Calculating the Tithe”

| tithe ten percent on the gross of all my
paychecks. At the first of the month, |
tithe on all the paychecks | know | will
receive for that month. This is before
taxes and all personal expenses. | own a
number of businesses. | tithe on the fruits
of my businesses and investments when |
harvest the fruits. In other words, | tithe
on the increase when | receive it from the
business. | do not subtract investment
losses from gains. This means if | have a
capital loss of $2,000 and a capital gain of
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$3,000, I tithe $300 not $100. | tithe on all
business income as it is passed on to me.

If | err, | want to make sure | err in God’s
favor.
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LETTING GO AND
I I SURRENDER TO GOD #
= Lk

FAITH -y

Vi
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we do not see. This If 1 believe
is what the ancients were commended for” something
iHebrews 11:1720. enough and
with all my

I love this verse and this whole chapter. | heart, will
Faith is being certain of what we do not | that make
see. Before | had ever been to Mexico, | it true?
believed it was there. | trusted what | had

heard. When | first traveled to Mexico,

it was there. | saw it. If | never acted

on my certainty by traveling there, | never

would have seen it. If | hear about a great

new restaurant, | must drive there in order

to taste the food. If | cannot find the

restaurant, does that mean it is not there?

Does it matter what we believe? If | believe
something enough and with all my heart,
will that make it true? Ithink some people
believe that if they believe something
enough, that makes it true. Will my beliefs
change truth? If | believe something
enough, will that change wrong to right?
What if | believe rocks are chocolate?
What will happen if | bite and chew rocks?
Will | taste milky chocolate or will | break
my teeth? If | believe rocks are gods, does
that make them gods? Can rocks save me?
59






“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet
seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.
By his faith he condemned the world and became
heir of the righteousness that comes by faith”
(iHebrews 11:70.

Noah had never seen rain like the rain God
said was coming. Noah trusted what God
said and acted on it by building an ark.
People thought he was a nut, but he still
trusted God. If Noah did not believe God
and act on what God said to do, he would
have drowned. The people who thought
what God said was a joke drowned.

If we act on what God says about finances,
we trust Him with the finances He has put
under our management and we act on our
faith. The following are some scriptures we
can act on easily.

0Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously”
(2 Corinthians 9:6(.

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and
bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest
of your righteousness. You will be made rich
in every way so that you can be generous

on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God”
(2 Corinthians 9:107110.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. Test
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me in this,6 says the LORD Almighty, éand
see if 1 will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it”
iMalachi 3:100.

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running

over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you”

iLuke 6:380.

| believe that when we act on God’s Word,
we are demonstrating our certainty of
what we do not see.

The point | want to make by displaying
the following scripture is not that | think
Christians should start testing God by
intentionally drinking poison.

0ANnd these signs will accompany those who believe:
In my name they will drive out demons; they will
speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes
with their hands; and when they drink deadly
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place
their hands on sick people, and they will get well”
iMark 16:177180.

If you read the whole passage in context,
Jesus rebuked His disciples for their lack
of faith as He often did. | am not saying
God does not create miracles. He does.
My point is that God will create miracles
in every area of our lives when we believe
Him and act on our faith. God will create
miracles in our financial situation if we



act on what His Word says. Things that do
not seem possible will be possible.

“You foolish man, do you want evidence
that faith without deeds is useless? Was not
our ancestor Abraham considered righteous
for what he did when he offered his son
Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and
his actions were working together, and his
faith was made complete by what he did.”

i James 2:207220.

Remember that our faith and actions must

work together in order to make our faith
complete.

TRUST GOD

Please do not get distracted over my
discussion of faith. It is not my intent
to create theological disputes among
believers. My goal isto motivate Christians
to trust Jesus Christand Him only. Putting
trust in anything on earth is unsafe. Even
trusting in what we have seen and known
can be dangerous. | would rather trust
what God’s Word says even if it does not
completely make sense to me or cannot be
seen by me. | will stand on God’s Word.

In Ephesians 6:16 God says, the enemy of
Jesus Christ (Satan) throws flaming arrows
at us which we can extinguish with faith.
God says no weapon formed against us
will prosper.

God has
given us
authority
over all the
power of
the enemy.
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stand on
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surrounded
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brothers
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in Christ.
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“No weapon forged against you will prevail, and
you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This
is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and this
is their vindication from me,d declares the Lord?
ilsaiah 54:170.

God has given us authority over all the
power of the enemy.

“I have given you authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you”

(Luke 10:190.

If Satan’s weapons are useless against us,
how does he attack us? | believe his only
chance is to get us to defeat ourselves.

| recently spoke at a local men’s breakfast.
A friend of mine was there who | used to
play softball with. | asked him if he drove
his truck to the breakfast. | followed this
question up with more questions. “Does
anyone else have a set of keys to your truck?
Have you ever played a practical joke on
anyone? Are you sure your truck is where
you parked it?” His answer was, “I’'m not
sure”. Next | picked up an apple off the
table and asked another man if he would
take me to lunch every day for the next year
if I could show him the apple | picked up
was a banana. He wanted nothing to do
with my challenge. What did | do to these
two men? First | isolated them. Then all
| did was simply ask them questions that
cause them to doubt what they knew as
the truth. What did the serpent do to Eve?















disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified. “It's a ghost,” they said, and cried out
in fear.

But Jesus immediately said to them:
“Take courage! It is 1. Don't be afraid.”

oLord, if itis you,6 Peter replied, otell me to come
to you on the water.”

“Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on
the water and came toward Jesus. But when he
saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, oLord, save me!6

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and
caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why
did you doubt?”

And when they climbed into the boat,
the wind died down. Then those who
were in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God”
iMatthew 14:25733(.

God has promised He will never leave us or
forsake us. We do not have to worry about money.

0Keep your lives free from the love of
money and be content with what you
have, because God has said, ‘Never will
I leave you; never will I forsake you™
i Hebrews 13:50.
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Our God can overcome any financial storm
inour lives. He is always right there on the
boat with us through any type of trouble.

“Then he got into the boat and his disciples
followed him. Without warning, a furious storm
came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over
the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went
and woke him, saying, oLord, save us! Weire going
to drown!”

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so
afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and
the waves, and it was completely calm.

The men were amazed and asked,
“What kind of man is this? Even
the winds and the waves obey him!”
iMatthew 8:23727(

THANKFULNESS

Before we get into the content point, it is
a good time to review all the things we
are thankful for and thank God for those
blessings. Naming and thanking God for
all that we have is a good exercise before
setting the content point. If you can see,
are you thankful for that? If you cannot
see, can you hear? If you cannot hear,
can you walk? If you cannot walk are you
kept warm on cold nights? We can all find
many things to be thankful for. Being
thankful and thanking God every day for
what He has given us will remind us to



appreciate all that we have. This will give
us contentment. Anyone who is constantly
thinking of the things they do not have or
want will find contentment to be elusive.
God’s grace is always sufficient for us.

THORN IN THE FLESH e{i’“:ﬁ

v

“To keep me from becoming conceited because of
these surpassingly great revelations, there was
given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the
Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness. Therefore 1 will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.

For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

i2 Corinthians 12:77100

Everything God allows is for His Glory.
The passage says Paul had a thorn in his
flesh. The thorn was a messenger of Satan.
I think this was because Paul was a spiritual
giant. Because Paul was a spiritual giant,
God did not want spiritual pride to set in.
People who really believe God can heal
them and do not see a manifest healing
could be spiritual giants just like Paul.

Who knows for sure how the thorn in Paul’s
flesh was manifest, but thorns can manifest
in many ways.
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